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This checklist should be used preventively by the ship’s crew before arrival into port, or by the 
attending DBS Surveyor. DBS Marine Division has identified the categories of inspection as items 
that can lead to detention.  
 
If any of the items outlined in this checklist are not in good working condition or are found not in 
compliance, the crew should take appropriate steps for corrective action to be implemented before 
arrival into port. 
 
This checklist should be accompanied by photos/videos/documents etc. from all covered areas. A 
minimum of 300 photos is expected. 
 
This checklist does not substitute any Mandatory Surveys or Audits.  
 
The use of this checklist does not substitute routine and planned maintenance and checks on 
board or guarantee a vessel will not be detained. DBS will not be liable in any way for the unlikely 
outcome of a detention. 
 
Please contact DBS Head Office at psc@dromon.com for further assistance. 
 
 

PSC Inspection Checklist 
 

Vessel Name:       
 

IMO No.:       
 

Date:       
 

Completed by:       
 

Signature:       
 

Stamp:       
 
 
Remarks: 
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No. Item Yes No N/A Remarks 
Approaching the Vessel 
01 The ship’s side shell plates are without damage or excessive wastage 

(as far as visible). 
    

02 Draft marks are properly marked, and Plimsoll marks are permanently 
marked and properly painted per the Load Line Certificate. 

    

03 Pilot ladders and related boarding arrangements are clean and in 
good condition. 

    

Vessel Security 
04 Arrangements are in place (Visitors Badge/Visitors Record Book) for 

controlling access to the ship for persons and/or goods boarding in the 
port. 

    

05 Personnel responsible for controlling access to the ship are familiar 
with their duties. 

    

06 Arrangements are in place to secure and control restricted areas in 
port, as per the Ship Security Plan (SSP). 

    

07 All entrances leading to restricted areas of the ship are ready to be 
closed or secured. 

    

Certificates and Documents 
08 Valid Registry.     
09 Radio Station License.     
10 Safe Manning Certificate and crew on board are per the Safe Manning 

Certificate. 
    

11 Valid Class and Statutory Certificates.     
12 Manuals and booklets and Drawings (with relevant Approval Letter).     
13 Continuous Synopsis Record (CSR) (along with Forms 2 and Forms 3).     
14 SOPEP available and approved onboard (includes updated 

communication data of Focal 
Point List as per IMO MSC-MEPC.6). 

    

15 Valid annual Service Certificates for navigation/GMDSS equipment, 
fire safety systems, and life-saving appliances. 

    

16 ISM manual and records are readily available on board as below: 
 1. Risk assessments are carried out and measures have been 

implemented to prevent all identified risks that could result in 
accidents, injuries, and diseases. 

    

 2. Accidents and incidents are investigated and reported to the flag 
State and records are available. 

    

 3. Safety committee meetings are held regularly, and minutes are 
available. 

    

17 A copy of the DOC with the endorsement for the latest office audit is 
available onboard. 

    

18 Non-conformities from Internal/External audits have been reported to 
the company and corrective actions have been taken by the company. 

    

19 Officers’ licenses have endorsements by the Flag Administration as 
appropriate. 

    

20 Crewmembers have a valid medical examination Certificate.     
21 Procedures have been implemented ensuring that no seafarer below 

the minimum age of 16 years is employed on the ship. (Refer to DMLC 
Part I for a higher minimum age). 

    

22 All seafarers employed on board the ship have valid training and 
competency certificates per flag State requirements (refer to DMLC 
Part I). 

    

23 Documentation Records are kept on board for each seafarer engaged 
on board the ship that has successfully passed training in personal 
safety. 

    

24 Where a young seafarer is employed on board (less than 18 years of 
age) measures are in place that no night work is undertaken (for the 
definition of night refer to DMLC Part I) 
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No. Item Yes No N/A Remarks 
25 In case a young seafarer is employed on board, measures are 

implemented that no tasks have been assigned likely to jeopardize his 
safety or health. 

    

26 The ship is manned at least per the number and capacity stipulated 
on the Minimum Safe Manning Document. 

    

27 The medical certificates of all seafarers onboard have been issued by 
an approved medical practitioner. 

    

28 The medical certificates issued for seafarers over 18 years of age have 
a maximum validity of two years. 

    

29 The medical certificates issued for young seafarers have a maximum 
validity of one year. 

    

30 Medical certificates have been issued in the English language in case 
the ship is engaged in international voyages. 

    

31 All seafarers on board have signed a Seafarers’ Employment 
Agreement (SEA) with the shipowner and an original copy is provided 
to each seafarer. 

    

32 The SEA and Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA) are in English 
where the ship is engaged in international voyages. Where the SEA is 
not in English, an English translation is attached. 

    

33 The SEA signed between the seafarer and the shipowner includes all 
the requirements of Regulation 2.1, Standard A2.1.4 as well as 
national requirements of the flag State. 

    

34 The SEA includes a clause for early termination of the contract that 
should not be less than seven days. 

    

35 The wages of each seafarer engaged on board the ship are paid per 
the SEA and CBA, as applicable. 

    

36 Each seafarer is provided with monthly statements of account that 
include the monthly wage, additional payments, deductions, and 
applied exchange rates. The monthly accounts do not indicate any 
unauthorized deductions. 

    

37 The national requirements for normal working hours and minimum 
rest hours (or maximum work hours) are followed (refer to DMLC Part 
I). Records are available on board for each Seafarer and are signed by 
the Master (or person authorized by the Master). 

    

38 All seafarers engaged on board the ship are entitled to repatriation 
after a maximum 12 months period, in case of termination of the 
agreement for justified reasons or when they cannot carry out their 
duties on board due to illness, injury, etc. (refer to the SEA that should 
state the provisions for repatriation). All associated costs for 
repatriation are covered by the shipowner except in cases of serious 
default of the employment terms by the seafarer. 

    

39 Copy of the financial security for repatriation (Regulation 2.5) and 
financial security relating to the shipowner's liability (Regulation 4.2) 
can be found on board and is easily accessible to seafarers. 

    

40 The Master (or person authorized by him) inspects the ship’s 
accommodation and keeps records on board. 

    

Bridge 
41 Line-throwing appliances are complete with expiration dates of the 

pyrotechnic units. 
    

42 Parachute distress signals available on board in sufficient quantities 
and in good condition with expiration dates not outdated, found on 
the bridge in an appropriate containment which is marked 
appropriately. 

    

43 Nautical publications including pilot books, list of lights, sailing 
directions, tide tables, code of signals, and IAMSAR books used for the 
next voyage are updated to the latest available 
amendments/corrections. 
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No. Item Yes No N/A Remarks 
44 Nautical charts to be used for the next intended voyage are updated 

to the latest available Notice to Mariners (if applicable - the ECDIS 
system is updated to the latest amendments). Original charts and/or 
ECDIS are up to date. 

    

45 Passage plan from berth to berth available on board.     
46 The steering gear including the rudder angle indicator and emergency 

steering gear including switch-over devices is in good operating 
condition and the steering gear alarm is functioning. Instructions for 
switch-over handling are posted. 

    

47 Daylight shapes in operational condition.     
48 The daylight signaling lamp and the independent power supply are in 

good operational condition along with two spare bulbs. 
    

49 Navigation lights (mast lights, side lights, stern light, anchor light, and 
not under command light) are properly fitted at the required angular 
sectors, as shown in the drawing of the navigation lights arrangement. 

    

50 Automatic position indicator (e.g. GPS) available on board and in good 
condition. 

    

51 Communication systems between the bridge-engine room and the 
bridge-steering gear room are provided and working properly. 

    

52 The NAVTEX receiver is in good working condition and spare paper is 
available. 

    

53 The echo sounder is in good working condition.     
54 Magnetic steering compass in good working condition and properly 

visible from the steering position. The spare magnetic compass (if 
provided) is in good working condition without any bubbles, and the 
deviation card is updated. An updated calibration table is available. 
The Compass correction Logbook is maintained up-to-date. 

    

55 VDR (or S-VDR) is without error. Annual Performance Tests along 
with the Certificate of Compliance are provided. 

    

56 AIS is in good working condition.     
57 LRIT is in good working condition and the conformance test report was 

issued by the Administration. [For Panamanian vessels- Annual 
Conformance Test on board] 

    

58 GMDSS transmitting and receiving equipment components including 
emergency sources of energy in proper working condition. 

    

59 The crew can operate the MF/HF radio installation using both main 
and emergency sources of power. 

    

60 The radio logbook is maintained as required and includes records of 
tests. 

    

61 Portable VHF handheld radios for survival craft including batteries 
with spares/chargers are in good working condition. 

    

62 Radar Transponders are in satisfactory working condition and ready 
to be used in case of emergency. They are serviced per the 
manufacturer’s requirements by shore service. 

    

63 The EPIRB is in a correct and float-free position. The life date of the 
battery and hydrostatic release are valid. 

    

64 The working language of the ship is established and recorded in the 
bridge logbook. 

    

65 Updated fire & safety plans are posted in accommodation alleyways, 
clearly readable, and show a sign of approval. One copy of the plan is 
stored in a marked and weather-tight container outside the 
accommodation area. 

    

66 A plan or program of maintenance is readily available (PMS).     
67 Drills for firefighting, abandon ship, rescue boat operations, and oil 

spill fighting have been carried out satisfactorily and the dates are 
recorded in the logbook. 
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No. Item Yes No N/A Remarks 
68 Muster lists are updated and written in the working language of the 

ship. Substitutes for key personnel are included and the muster list is 
posted on the bridge, in the engine control room, and in 
accommodation spaces. 

    

69 Public alarm systems as for general alarm are working properly.     
70 BNWAS works satisfactorily. Security means are protected so that 

access to the controls is restricted to the Master only. 
    

71 A copy of the MLC, 2006 is available on board the ship.     
72 Medical publications are available on board as required by the flag 

State. 
    

Labour Conditions 
73 The accommodation spaces are clean and provided with adequate 

natural, and artificial light, and sufficient drainage. 
    

74 The mess rooms on board are clean, hygienic, and equipped with 
tables and seats sufficient to accommodate the maximum number of 
crew. 

    

75 Cabins are provided separately for each seafarer, and separately for 
men and women. 

    

76 Heating and ventilation, including air conditioning, if fitted, is adequate 
and in good working condition. 

    

77 Sanitary facilities are hygienic and reasonable standards of comfort 
are met. 

    

78 Flushing of toilets and floor drainages are in good order. The toilets 
and floors are kept clean and in good condition without broken parts 
or tiles (shower rooms, washbasins, laundry room). 

    

79 The laundry facilities are adequate based on the number of seafarers 
employed on board and in good working condition. 

    

80 Recreational facilities are appropriate and in good condition as 
required by the flag State. 

    

81 The galley is clean, hygienic, and in good condition. Floor tiles are kept 
clean and are not broken. Range hoods and ventilation openings are 
with wire nets kept clean of oil or other residue. 

    

82 Spaces used for the storage of food are clean, hygienic, and in good 
condition, and Freezers are provided with a Thermometer and 
Temperature Record. 

    

83 The ship is provided with a sufficient amount of drinking water and 
food of nutritional value, quality, and variety for the number of crew 
members on board. 

    

84 Food is provided free of charge on board the ship for all seafarers.     
85 The seafarer assigned a ship’s cook is over 18 years of age, trained, 

qualified, and food competent according to the requirements of the 
flag State. 

    

86 For ships with less than 10 seafarers, the seafarers assigned to handle 
and process food in the galley are adequately trained or instructed in 
areas including food and personal hygiene, as well as handling and 
storage of food. 

    

87 All seafarers are provided free of charge with health protection and 
medical care (including essential dental care) relevant to their duties. 

    

88 The ship’s hospital is clean and hygienic and used only for medical 
reasons (not as a cabin or storage area). 

    

89 The medical log and visit reports are kept up to date. A standard 
medical report form is used for both onshore and onboard medical 
personnel as required by the flag State and the completed form is kept 
confidential. 

    

90 The ship is equipped with sufficient Personal Protective Equipment 
and all seafarers engaged on board are familiar with it. 

    

91 A complaint procedure is implemented on board that shall neither 
penalize nor victimize the seafarer (Posted clearly in public space). 
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No. Item Yes No N/A Remarks 
92 All seafarers on board the ship have a copy of the complaint procedure 

and a complaints log is maintained on board. 
    

93 Contact details of the Flag State authorities and names of nominated 
persons to trust on board are mentioned in the procedure. 

    

Decks 
94 Bulwarks, handrails, and catwalks are without signs of damage or 

excessive wastage. 
    

95 Cargo holds structure without damages and excessive wastage (e.g. 
bulkheads, frames, brackets, tank tops, etc.). 

    

96 Hatch cover arrangements including rubbers and securing cleats in 
good condition to close weathertight, without signs of wastage and 
oil leakage from the jack-up hydraulic cylinder.   

    

97 Ventilators and air pipes, including any closing appliances, and disc 
floats of air pipes, work properly without signs of damage or wastage, 
corrosion, cracks, or holes and can close air-tight. All “Open-Shut” 
settings are clearly marked and are not obstructed by any means. 

    

98 Closing devices of all sounding pipes are properly working.     
99 Weather-tight doors and small access hatches in good condition and 

close weathertight. 
    

100 Decks are not corroded, holed, cracked, or buckled. Winches, 
capstans, and anchoring equipment are in good condition. 

    

101 Mooring ropes in good condition.     
102 Snapback Zones are clearly indicated/marked.     
103 Garbage is collected and separated in closable bins per the garbage 

management plan and garbage record book entries are correct. 
    

104 Embarkation ladders including their shackles and padeyes on deck in 
good condition. 

    

105 Emergency illumination at all survival craft stations sufficiently 
working also illuminating the ship’s side and the instructions are 
posted. 

    

106 The CO2 room is properly locked, and the key is readily available. CO2 
two-stage activation was tested and found properly operational. 

    

107 Fire extinguishing arrangement in the paint locker as required, in 
place, and in proper working condition. 

    

108 Fire dampers and ventilation closing appliances (e.g. gaskets, handles, 
screws) in good working condition and periodically examined 
internally. Fire flaps inside trunks checked and closing properly. 
Damper flaps are structurally sound. 

    

109 The funnel is in good working condition without any signs of corrosion. 
The funnel damper operates properly, and the “Open-Shut” settings 
are clearly marked. 

    

110 An International shore connection including a reducer piece with 
appropriate nuts and bolts available as per the Fire & Safety plan. 

    

111 Reserve sources of energy/emergency generator properly maintained 
and in working condition. 

    

112 The specific gravity of the acid, liquid level, and terminal voltage of 
batteries is sufficient. 

    

113 Operating instructions for lifesaving appliances are posted on the 
scene and under emergency lighting. Instructions are written in a 
language understood by all crew members. Emergency lighting, 
including embarkation lighting, is in good working condition. 

    

114 IMO symbols are properly used for marking escape ways and 
locations of emergency equipment. 

    

Life-Saving Appliances 
115 Lifeboats/davit/release gear with all parts in good condition without 

wastage, corrosion, or damage, blocks and release mechanisms 
properly maintained, and the crew is familiar with the safe use for 
launching. 
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No. Item Yes No N/A Remarks 
116 The lifeboat inventory is complete and in good condition with dates of 

expiration for pyrotechnics and foodstuff rations recorded and not 
outdated. 

    

117 Lifeboat/rescue boat engines in good working condition.     
118 Rescue boats are complete and in proper condition with the inventory 

stored as required. 
    

119 Life rafts and launching arrangements serviced by an approved 
servicing company, properly marked and in good working condition 
with no obstructions to float-free operation. 

    

120 Hydrostatic releases for the rafts are correctly connected and not 
outdated. 

    

121 Equipment for embarkation for additional life raft available (raft at the 
bow). 

    

122 Launching arrangements for rescue boats and life rafts including limit 
switches in good condition and without wastage. 

    

123 An annual thorough examination of the launching appliances and on-
load release gear has been carried out and relevant documentation is 
available onboard. 

    

124 Wire falls of all launching/recovery arrangements are in good 
condition and renewed as required (Replacement date and SWL of 
wires). 

    

125 Lifebuoys (including reflective tape, correct ship’s name/home port, 
and lights with non-outdated batteries or smoke signals) are available 
in sufficient amounts and good condition. 

    

126 Lifejackets (including whistles plus lights and non-outdated batteries) 
found in good condition and sufficient amount as per Certificate. 
Additional lifejackets are available on board. 

    

127 Immersion suits (including lights and special attachments) are 
available for all personnel onboard and stored in good condition. 
Additional suits are available at remote working stations as required. 

    

Fire-fighting Equipment and Appliances 
128 Fire main piping and all hydrants are in good condition without signs 

of corrosion or wastage and soft patches. Couplings and valves are 
free of leakages. 

    

129 Fire stations (including equipment of hoses, nozzles, and spanners) 
are in good condition. Nozzle spray adjustments are workable and 
hoses without deterioration. 

    

130 Portable fire extinguishers available on board in good condition as per 
Fire & Safety Plan (due dates for required servicing recorded and not 
outdated). 

    

131 Fireman’s outfits are available in the required number and in good 
condition (i.e. complete with helmet, clothes, lifeline, lamp, and other 
required requisites). 

    

132 A minimum of two two-way portable radiotelephone apparatus for 
each fire party for fire-fighters communication are carried on board. 
The two-way portable radiotelephone apparatus are of an explosion-
proof type, or intrinsically safe. 

    

133 Breathing apparatuses are in good condition and ready to use with 
bottles including spare bottles filled. 

    

134 Fixed firefighting systems for engine room and cargo spaces are in 
good working condition, serviced, and dated (e.g. filling status of gas 
bottles or foam tanks). 

    

135 Fire detection arrangements are properly working at all detection 
points [Sound and Visual alarm]. 

    

136 Regular inspections and tests carried out for Fire-Fighting Equipment 
and Appliances and records thereof are maintained properly. 

    

137 Fire doors close properly using their automatic closing devices and are 
not fitted with hold-backs. 

    



Technical Publication 
Dromon Bureau of Shipping 
www.dromon.com 

Procedure for Responding to Port & Flag State Inspections 
PSC Inspection Checklist 

 

 
  

QSP 3.5.1 / Form 05  Revision: Initial Page 9 of 10 
  

  

No. Item Yes No N/A Remarks 
138 Quick closing devices for tank shut-off and emergency stop of pumps 

and fans in good working condition along with instructions. 
    

139 Emergency Escape Breathing Devices (EEBDs) are available in the 
required amount (plus additional training units) and distributed as per 
the fire plan within the superstructure and engine room and are under 
full pressure. The stowage condition of the EEBDs are in good order 
and proper air pressure is maintained.   

    

140 Fire protection materials and cable penetrations. The insulation on “A” 
class bulkheads and decks is in good condition. Cable penetrations in 
“A” or “B” class divisions is in good condition. 

    

Engine Room 
141 Exhaust and vapour pipes are properly insulated without any 

leakages. 
    

142 Engine alarm arrangements working properly.     
143 All engines and piping systems are free of leakage.     
144 Fuel oil Sampling points are properly assigned and labeled, and close 

to the Main and Auxiliary engines. 
    

145 The oil mist detector and alarm of the main engine were found in 
proper working condition [Sound and Visual alarm]. 

    

146 The oily water separation system is in good working condition 
together with testing arrangements, and the crew are familiar with the 
system and its use. 

    

147 The 15ppm alarm and stopping arrangements are in good working 
condition, including automatic stopping devices, alarm, and gauges. 
[Sound and Visual alarm]. 

    

148 Piping arrangements are in good condition free of corrosion or 
damage. 

    

149 Bilges and other machinery areas are free of excessive oil.     
150 Bilge Alarm tested and found operational [Sound and Visual alarm].     
151 The Oil Record Book is maintained up-to-date, entries are correct, and 

periodically signed by the Master. The codes used are correct and 
tanks are listed as per the IOPP Certificate. No by-pass line has been 
fitted anywhere. 

    

152 The sewage treatment plant is in good working condition without any 
leakage.  An approved discharge rate table is kept onboard in the case 
where untreated sewage that has been stored in holding tanks is 
discharged. The 3-way valve opens inside and the quantity of 
chlorinate is sufficient. The crew is familiar with the sewage system 
and the treatment plant. 

    

153 Ballast exchange and the ballast water treatment system are per the 
ballast water management plan and recorded in the ballast water 
record book. The quantity of chemical substances is sufficient.   

    

154 Emergency lights in the engine room, engine control room, and escape 
trunk are in good working condition. All light guards are not damaged. 

    

155 Fire/ballast pumps including prime mover in engine room in good 
working condition and with sufficient delivery of water pressure. 

    

156 Emergency fire pump (including prime mover, gauges operational, 
priming pump functioning, adequate deliver pressure maintained) in 
proper working condition with sufficient suction and water pressure. 
Exhaust lines are properly insulated, and the isolating valve operates 
normally. 

    

157 Key engine crew are familiar with emergency power arrangements.     
158 Key persons for firefighting are familiar with starting the emergency 

fire pump. 
    

159 Double Skin High-Pressure fuel alarm [Sound and Visual alarm] found 
in good working condition. 
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No. Item Yes No N/A Remarks 
160 Steering gear room. Steering gear equipment without any leakage. 

Means of communication in proper condition. Emergency steering 
control found operational. Rudder angle indicator in line with bridge 
indicator. 

    

 


