
PORT STATE CONTROL IMPLEMENTATION REGULATION 

From the M�n�stry of Transport and Infrastructure 

 

PART ONE 

Introductory Prov�s�ons 

Purpose 

Art�cle 1- (1) The purpose of th�s Regulat�on �s to determ�ne the procedures and 

pr�nc�ples regard�ng the �nspect�on of sh�ps engaged �n mar�t�me transport w�th�n our 

mar�t�me jur�sd�ct�on areas �n terms of compl�ance w�th nav�gat�on, l�fe, property and 

env�ronmental safety under the �nternat�onal leg�slat�on to wh�ch we are a party; the 

�nspect�on of the l�v�ng and work�ng cond�t�ons of seafarers serv�ng on board; the 

�mpos�t�on of necessary sanct�ons on those not �n compl�ance; and the author�zat�on 

and ass�gnment of port state control o��cers to carry out such �nspect�ons. 

Scope 

Art�cle 2- (1) Th�s Regulat�on appl�es to fore�gn-flagged sh�ps arr�v�ng at or anchor�ng �n 

port fac�l�t�es and o�shore �nstallat�ons, and to the�r personnel. 

(2) Th�s Regulat�on shall not apply to f�sh�ng vessels, warsh�ps and aux�l�ary warsh�ps, 

state sh�ps used for non-commerc�al purposes, wooden sh�ps bu�lt w�th pr�m�t�ve 

methods and techn�ques, and pr�vate yachts not engaged �n commerc�al act�v�ty. 

Legal Bas�s 

Art�cle 3- (1) Th�s Regulat�on has been prepared based on: 

 Law No. 4922 of 10/6/1946 on the Protect�on of L�fe and Property at Sea, 

 Art�cles 478 and 490 of Pres�dent�al Decree No. 1 on the Pres�dent�al 

Organ�zat�on, 

 The prov�s�ons of the Med�terranean Memorandum of Understand�ng on Port 

State Control s�gned on 11/7/1997, 

 The prov�s�ons of the Black Sea Memorandum of Understand�ng on Port State 

Control s�gned on 7/4/2000. 

Def�n�t�ons 

Art�cle 4- (1) The follow�ng terms used �n th�s Regulat�on shall mean: 

a) O�shore fac�l�ty: A f�xed or float�ng �nstallat�on operat�ng �n Turk�sh terr�tor�al waters. 

b) Clear grounds: Ev�dence def�ned by the Internat�onal Mar�t�me Organ�zat�on’s 

appl�cable port state control procedures show�ng that the sh�p, �ts equ�pment or crew do 

not meet the requ�rements of relevant convent�ons, or that the master or crew are 

unfam�l�ar w�th procedures relat�ng to sh�p safety or pollut�on prevent�on. 



c) Med�terranean MoU: The latest updated vers�on of the Memorandum of 

Understand�ng on Port State Control s�gned �n Malta on 11/7/1997. 

ç) M�n�stry: The M�n�stry of Transport and Infrastructure. 

d) Inspect�on: An exam�nat�on conducted onboard to ver�fy the val�d�ty of the sh�p’s 

cert�f�cates and documents, the general cond�t�on of �ts equ�pment and personnel, 

compl�ance w�th �nternat�onal convent�ons, and the l�v�ng and work�ng cond�t�ons of the 

crew. 

e) Deta�led �nspect�on: An �nspect�on cover�ng the sh�p’s structure, equ�pment, 

mann�ng, l�v�ng and work�ng cond�t�ons, and operat�onal procedures �n whole or �n part 

under the cond�t�ons stated �n Art�cle 15(3). 

f) Suspens�on of act�v�ty: The proh�b�t�on of a sh�p from cont�nu�ng an act�v�ty unt�l 

�dent�f�ed def�c�enc�es endanger�ng �ts cont�nuat�on are rect�f�ed. 

g) Sh�p: Any fore�gn-flagged sea-go�ng vessel subject to one or more �nternat�onal 

convent�ons. 

ğ) Expanded �nspect�on: An �nspect�on of sh�ps subject to expanded control under the 

prov�s�ons of the MoU to wh�ch Turkey �s a party. 

h) Target sh�p: A sh�p �dent�f�ed by the MoU or by the Adm�n�strat�on’s �nstruct�ons as 

requ�r�ng pr�or�ty �nspect�on. 

ı) IMO: The Internat�onal Mar�t�me Organ�zat�on. 

�) Adm�n�strat�on: The D�rectorate General of Mar�t�me A�a�rs of the M�n�stry of Transport 

and Infrastructure. 

j) Black Sea MoU: The latest updated vers�on of the Memorandum of Understand�ng on 

Port State Control s�gned �n Istanbul on 7/4/2000. 

k) Port Author�ty: Reg�onal port author�t�es of the M�n�stry and port d�rectorates. 

l) Port State Control O��cer: A publ�c o��c�al author�zed by the Adm�n�strat�on to conduct 

port state control �nspect�ons under the prov�s�ons of �nternat�onal convent�ons to wh�ch 

Turkey �s a party, who prepares �nspect�on reports, and who �s employed by and 

accountable solely to the M�n�stry. 

m) Port fac�l�ty: Natural or art�f�c�al mar�t�me areas def�ned by the Adm�n�strat�on where 

sh�ps can safely load/unload cargo and passengers, berth, shelter, �nclud�ng quays, 

p�ers, buoys, anchorages, approach areas, enclosed and open storage areas, waste 

recept�on fac�l�t�es, adm�n�strat�ve/serv�ce bu�ld�ngs and related structures, w�th 

controlled access. 

n) Pr�or�ty factor: A def�c�ency, report, compla�nt, or ev�dence def�ned by the MoU or the 

Adm�n�strat�on that renders a sh�p a target sh�p. 

o) Detent�on: Proh�b�t�on of a sh�p from sa�l�ng when �dent�f�ed def�c�enc�es render �t 

unseaworthy. 

ö) Internat�onal convent�on: Internat�onal convent�ons to wh�ch Turkey �s a party, the�r 

protocols, amendments, and mandatory related codes �n the�r current form appl�cable 

�n Turkey. 

p) YDS/e-YDS: Fore�gn Language Prof�c�ency Exam/Electron�c Fore�gn Language Exam. 



r) Recogn�zed organ�zat�on: A class�f�cat�on soc�ety author�zed under the IMO Code for 

Recogn�zed Organ�zat�ons by the flag State adm�n�strat�on. 

 

PART TWO 

Obl�gat�ons of the Adm�n�strat�on and Port State Control O��cer 

Obl�gat�on of port state control 

Art�cle 5- (1) The M�n�stry shall take all necessary measures to carry out �nspect�ons and 

fulf�ll obl�gat�ons under th�s Regulat�on and to ensure mar�t�me safety. W�th�n th�s 

framework, �t shall prov�de a qual�f�ed and su��c�ent number of port state control 

o��cers, and the necessary tools, equ�pment, documents, and occupat�onal health and 

safety cloth�ng for the�r use. 

Cond�t�ons requ�red for port state control o��cers 

Art�cle 6- (1) Port state control o��cers must meet the follow�ng cond�t�ons: 

(a) Be graduates of facult�es or colleges prov�d�ng undergraduate educat�on �n mar�t�me-

related f�elds such as: 

1. Mar�t�me Transportat�on Management Eng�neer�ng or Deck, 

2. Mar�ne Eng�neer�ng Operat�ons or Mar�ne Eng�neer�ng, 

3. Mar�ne Eng�nes, 

4. Naval Arch�tecture and Mar�ne Eng�neer�ng, 

5. Naval Arch�tecture and Mar�ne Eng�neer�ng (comb�ned programs), 

6. Sh�pbu�ld�ng and Mar�ne Eng�neer�ng, 

7. Naval Arch�tecture, 

8. Naval Arch�tecture and Mar�t�me Technolog�es, 

9. Mar�ne Technology Eng�neer�ng or Sh�p and Mar�ne Technology Eng�neer�ng, 

or equ�valent fore�gn or domest�c h�gher educat�on �nst�tut�ons recogn�zed by the 

Counc�l of H�gher Educat�on. 

(b) Prov�de val�d proof of Engl�sh language prof�c�ency (m�n�mum level E �n YDS/e-

YDS or equ�valent �nternat�onal exam recogn�zed by ÖSYM). 

(c) Possess su��c�ent knowledge of �nternat�onal convent�ons and port state 

control. 

(ç) Complete theoret�cal and pract�cal tra�n�ng determ�ned by the Adm�n�strat�on, 

and fulf�ll at least one of the follow�ng: 

10. Hold an unl�m�ted ch�ef o��cer or h�gher qual�f�cat�on. 



11. Hold an unl�m�ted second eng�neer/mach�n�st or h�gher qual�f�cat�on. 

12. Have 1 year of sea serv�ce as unl�m�ted watchkeep�ng o��cer or eng�neer, plus 1 

year serv�ce as flag State surveyor �nspect�ng and cert�fy�ng sh�ps. 

13. Be a graduate of naval arch�tecture/mar�ne eng�neer�ng related f�elds and have 3 

years of serv�ce �n sh�pyards or class�f�cat�on soc�et�es, or a comb�nat�on of 1 year 

�n sh�pyards/class�f�cat�on and 2 years as flag State surveyor. 

14. Be a graduate of the programs l�sted �n (a) and have 3 years’ serv�ce as a flag State 

surveyor �nspect�ng and cert�fy�ng sh�ps. 

(2) M�n�mum requ�rements for sh�p �nspect�ons as flag State surveyor are 

determ�ned by the Adm�n�strat�on. 

 

PART THREE 

Procedures and Pr�nc�ples of Inspect�ons 

M�n�mum �nspect�on obl�gat�on 

Art�cle 13- (1) The total number of annual �nspect�ons to be conducted by the 

Adm�n�strat�on shall pr�mar�ly be determ�ned accord�ng to the obl�gat�ons spec�f�ed �n 

the port state control MoUs to wh�ch Turkey �s a party; however, the Adm�n�strat�on may 

amend the m�n�mum �nspect�on numbers based on �ts own target sh�p cr�ter�a. 

Determ�nat�on of sh�ps to be �nspected 

Art�cle 14- (1) Pr�or�ty shall be g�ven �n �nspect�ons to: 

a) Target sh�ps �dent�f�ed by MoUs or by the Adm�n�strat�on’s �nstruct�ons, 

b) Sh�ps that have malfunct�oned or been �nvolved �n an acc�dent, 

c) Sh�ps subject to def�c�ency/compla�nt not�f�cat�ons, 

ç) Sh�ps call�ng at Turk�sh ports for the f�rst t�me or after more than 12 months. 

(2) Based on pr�or�ty factors announced by the Adm�n�strat�on and the cond�t�on of the 

sh�p, the �nspect�on program shall be prepared and approved by the Port D�rector. Th�s 

author�ty may be delegated to the deputy Port D�rector. 

(3) Except for the sh�ps l�sted above: 

a) Sh�ps �nspected w�th�n the last 6 months by MoU member States, 

b) Sh�ps for wh�ch no clear grounds ex�st, 

shall not be g�ven pr�or�ty. 

(4) The Adm�n�strat�on may establ�sh rules for pr�or�ty factors, create a nat�onal 

pr�or�t�zat�on system, and share data/stat�st�cs w�th other States or 

�nternat�onal/reg�onal bod�es. 

(5) The Adm�n�strat�on shall establ�sh a database for �nspect�ons. 



Inspect�on pr�nc�ples 

Art�cle 15- (1) The PSCO (Port State Control O��cer) shall, at m�n�mum, exam�ne the 

�nformat�on and documents l�sted �n IMO’s appl�cable PSC procedures. Inspect�ons 

�nclude the general cond�t�on of the sh�p (�nclud�ng hyg�ene, eng�ne room, and 

accommodat�on areas), apply�ng the procedures spec�f�ed �n th�s Regulat�on, PSC 

procedures, MoUs, �nternat�onal convent�ons, and the Adm�n�strat�on’s �nstruct�ons. 

(2) The PSCO �s also author�zed to exam�ne all other mandatory documents requ�red by 

�nternat�onal convent�ons. 

(3) Where clear grounds ex�st that the sh�p, equ�pment, or crew do not meet 

requ�rements, a deta�led �nspect�on shall be conducted. 

(4) The presence of such clear grounds �s deemed establ�shed �f, �n the PSCO’s 

profess�onal judgment, there �s ev�dence requ�r�ng a more deta�led �nspect�on. 

(5) Ne�ther the Port Author�ty nor the PSCO �s obl�ged to not�fy stakeholders �n advance 

of an �nspect�on. 

(6) For sh�ps under 500 GT, the PSCO shall ensure compl�ance w�th appl�cable 

�nternat�onal requ�rements and that safety, health, or the env�ronment are not 

endangered by �ssues not covered by �nternat�onal convent�ons, us�ng IMO PSC 

procedures and annexes as gu�dance. 

(7) Sh�ps fly�ng the flag of a State not party to a convent�on shall be subjected to 

equ�valent requ�rements as �f they were fly�ng the flag of a State party to that convent�on. 

(8) Sh�ps subject to expanded �nspect�on under MoU prov�s�ons shall undergo such 

�nspect�on accord�ngly. 

(9) IMO procedures, MoU procedures, and Adm�n�strat�on’s PSC �nstruct�ons shall be 

publ�shed on the Adm�n�strat�on’s webs�te or electron�c system. 

Act�on when sh�ps cannot be �nspected 

Art�cle 16- (1) Where a PSCO �s unable to �nspect a sh�p ass�gned under Art�cle 14(2), 

the o��cer shall �mmed�ately �nform the Port Author�ty w�th reasons. 

(2) Such sh�ps shall be �nspected at another Turk�sh port of call under th�s Regulat�on. 

Measures for refusal of sh�p entry 

Art�cle 17- (1) If a sh�p departs w�thout author�zat�on desp�te be�ng deta�ned �n Turkey or 

an MoU country, or fa�ls to call at a repa�r yard �t declared, a 6-month entry ban to 

Turk�sh ports shall apply. 

(2) Sh�ps deta�ned three or more t�mes w�th�n the last 36 months �n Turkey shall be 

refused entry to Turk�sh ports. 



(3) Entry refusal shall be appl�ed �mmed�ately after the th�rd detent�on or upon 

conf�rmat�on of s�tuat�ons under paragraph (1). The dec�s�on shall be recorded �n the 

port management system, publ�shed on the Adm�n�strat�on’s webs�te, and l�fted by the 

relevant Port Author�ty upon compl�ance. 

(4) Sh�ps banned under paragraph (2) shall rece�ve a 12-month ban upon the f�rst 

occurrence, and 24 months upon recurrence w�th�n 12 months after the ban exp�res. 

(5) Capta�ns, owners, operators, and agents shall be �nformed �n wr�t�ng of entry bans. 

(6) Banned sh�ps shall be �nspected at the�r f�rst Turk�sh port call after exp�ry of the ban. 

(7) A second-t�me banned sh�p deta�ned aga�n shall rece�ve a permanent entry ban to 

Turk�sh ports. 

(8) Where MoUs requ�re reg�onal bans due to detent�on numbers, such bans shall also 

apply. 

(9) The Adm�n�strat�on may restr�ct entry of sh�ps under black-l�sted or non-perform�ng 

flags, or l�sted as substandard. 

Inspect�on reports 

Art�cle 18- (1) After an �nspect�on, the PSCO shall prepare a report �n accordance w�th 

MoU procedures, s�gned also by the master. A copy shall be g�ven to the master; �f the 

master refuses, �t shall be left onboard or del�vered to the sh�p’s agent. Appeals shall 

follow Art�cle 20. 

(2) Word�ng of def�c�enc�es shall use the templates �n MoU documents. 

Def�c�enc�es, rect�f�cat�on, and detent�on 

Art�cle 19- (1) The PSCO must be assured that def�c�enc�es �dent�f�ed are or w�ll be 

rect�f�ed. 

(2) Def�c�enc�es must be recorded w�th rule references, and photos uploaded to MoU 

systems. Photos of rect�f�cat�on are kept by the Port Author�ty. 

(3) In cases of ser�ous def�c�enc�es endanger�ng safety, health, or env�ronment, the 

PSCO shall deta�n the sh�p or suspend the related act�v�ty. Such orders rema�n unt�l 

compl�ance �s conf�rmed. 

(4) The PSCO shall use IMO and MoU cr�ter�a when assess�ng the need for detent�on. If 

def�c�enc�es cannot be rect�f�ed promptly, the sh�p may be allowed to proceed to a repa�r 

yard under cond�t�ons. 

(5) In except�onal cases where the sh�p �s deemed substandard overall, �nspect�ons may 

be suspended unt�l compl�ance �s ach�eved. 



(6) Detent�ons shall be �mmed�ately not�f�ed by the Port Author�ty �n wr�t�ng (�nclud�ng the 

�nspect�on report) to the flag State, consulate, or nearest d�plomat�c m�ss�on, as well as 

to the relevant class�f�cat�on soc�ety. 

(7) These prov�s�ons do not a�ect add�t�onal report�ng obl�gat�ons under �nternat�onal 

convent�ons. 

R�ght of appeal 

Art�cle 20- (1) Owners, operators, or flag States may appeal detent�on dec�s�ons. 

Appl�cat�ons by sh�p agents are not accepted. Appeals do not suspend detent�on. 

(2) Appeals must be subm�tted to the Adm�n�strat�on w�th�n one month of detent�on. 

(3) The PSCO shall �nform the master of th�s r�ght. 

(4) If a sh�p �s unduly deta�ned or delayed, the owner/operator may pursue legal act�on. 

Burden of proof l�es w�th the owner/operator. 

Follow-up �nspect�on after detent�on 

Art�cle 21- (1) If def�c�enc�es cannot be corrected at the detent�on port, the sh�p may be 

allowed to proceed to the nearest repa�r yard selected by the master and approved by 

the Port Author�ty, under cond�t�ons agreed by the flag State and accepted by the PSCO. 

(2) The PSCO shall not�fy the author�t�es of the repa�r yard State and other relevant 

part�es. 

(3) Sh�ps that fa�l to comply w�th such cond�t�ons or bypass the repa�r yard shall face 

entry bans under Art�cle 17. 

(4) Author�t�es shall alert other States �f such non-compl�ance �s detected. 

(5) The Port Author�ty may perm�t entry for urgent safety or pollut�on-prevent�on reasons. 

Report�ng of def�c�enc�es 

Art�cle 22- (1) P�lots must �mmed�ately not�fy the Port Author�ty �f they detect 

def�c�enc�es dur�ng p�lotage that endanger safe nav�gat�on or pose r�sks to safety, l�fe, 

property, or the env�ronment. Fa�lure to report shall result �n legal act�on. 

(2) Port Author�ty sta� must also report any such def�c�enc�es detected dur�ng dut�es. 

(3) Compla�nts from persons or ent�t�es w�th leg�t�mate �nterests regard�ng l�v�ng and 

work�ng cond�t�ons onboard shall be �nvest�gated. Compla�nants shall be �nformed of 

act�ons taken. 

(4) Port fac�l�ty operators and others concerned shall also not�fy the Port Author�ty of 

def�c�enc�es. 

Cooperat�on 

Art�cle 23- (1) The Adm�n�strat�on shall ensure necessary cooperat�on between port 

author�t�es and other relevant bod�es to prov�de PSCOs w�th all requ�red �nformat�on on 



sh�ps. 

(2) The Adm�n�strat�on shall cooperate w�th Turk�sh author�t�es and w�th fore�gn 

author�t�es for �nformat�on shar�ng. 

Inspect�on fees 

Art�cle 24- (1) Fees for two or more �nspect�ons of the same sh�p shall be borne by the 

operator or �ts representat�ve. 

(2) Fees for �nspect�ons under Art�cle 17(6) shall be borne by the operator or �ts 

representat�ve. 

(3) The fee for a second board�ng �s 18,000 Turk�sh l�ra; each subsequent board�ng 

doubles the prev�ous fee. These amounts are annually updated by the revaluat�on rate 

under Tax Procedure Law. 

(4) Detent�on cont�nues unt�l all fees are pa�d. 

(5) Fees for serv�ces outs�de work�ng hours at port author�t�es shall also be borne by the 

operator or representat�ve, as per relevant leg�slat�on. 

 

PART FOUR 

M�scellaneous and F�nal Prov�s�ons 

Sanct�ons 

Art�cle 25- (1) In case of v�olat�ons of th�s Regulat�on or breaches of convent�ons 

detected dur�ng �nspect�ons, sanct�ons under Law No. 4922 and other appl�cable 

leg�slat�on shall apply. 

Repealed regulat�on 

Art�cle 26- (1) The Port State Control Regulat�on publ�shed �n the O��c�al Gazette dated 

26/3/2006, No. 26120, �s hereby repealed. 

Trans�t�onal prov�s�ons 

Prov�s�onal Art�cle 1- (1) Cond�t�ons �n Art�cle 6 regard�ng author�zat�on of PSCOs shall 

not apply to those already author�zed before the entry �nto force of th�s Regulat�on. 

Prov�s�onal Art�cle 2- (1) Detent�ons pr�or to entry �nto force shall not be cons�dered �n 

apply�ng entry bans under Art�cle 17(2). 

Entry �nto force 

Art�cle 27- (1) Th�s Regulat�on enters �nto force on the date of �ts publ�cat�on. 

Execut�on 

Art�cle 28- (1) The prov�s�ons of th�s Regulat�on shall be executed by the M�n�ster of 

Transport and Infrastructure. 

 


